SECT. XXVIL

Ot THE STATE OF LITERATURE AMONG THE NAT1VI&
OF INDIA,

Allahabad* July 1797.

I'M? learning of the Hindoos and Muffulmans, a^
to the quantum of it, has of late been the fubjeti of
much difcuflion. Parties have been formed, each
with a fyftcm to defend; one carrying their preten-
tious to knowledge above all reafonable bounds;
and the other attempting to depreciate their attain-
ments in fcieace to a ftandard? perhaps, lower thaa
the truth,

FEW of their books have yet been translated into
the European languages, or made the objects of im-
partial criticifm. All their ftock of knowledge,
Whether great or finall, is confined to the various
toniifcripts, either prcfervcd in the public libraries.,
or m the cabinets of the learned,
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